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Wuhinplon D C 20S05 


5 September 1984 


The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C, 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I guess I should be amused by the current leaks from “White House insiders" 
that I am ready to return to private life whatever the election outcome. 

It looks like a repeat of the leaks about my departure in "Washington 
Whispers" and "Periscope" during the closing months of 1982. This culminated 
in the 17 December 1982 story by the White House correspondent for the 
New York Post , "CIA Boss Casey Faces Strike Three," which came out a week 
before a run was made for my job, as you will remember, at the end of 1982. 

It seems to be starting early this time with stories in the Washington 
Tinges last week and the New York Post yesterday reporting falsely that Casey 
has informed White House officials that he plans to step down at the end 
of the year." 

The three stories are attached. 

The truth is that I'm thoroughly committed and deeply immersed in what 
we've undertaken to do here. A copy of this note is going to senior White House 
officials to ask them to squash a false rumor being attributed to their people, 
which has set the phones ringing over here, hurts morale, and doesn't help 
in anything we are trying to do. 


Enclosures (3) 

cc: The Honorable Edwin Meese 
The Honorable James Baker 
The Honorable Michael Deaver 
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17 December 1982 
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By KTLES LATHEM - 
WaSHNGTON ~ CIA 
Director Willie Casey 
is OD the skids asd is 
expected to be the first 
casuaJty of a reshufne 
of Cabinet members 
and aides by President 

Hea^an, The Post 
learned last zxi^t. 

'Vhiie House and in- 
telU^encse gifftn^u 

claim DO formaJ deci- 
aioD has been made on 
any staff and cabinet 
changes. 

U»e TSkyear old Loof is 
W lav^er has lost 
toe confidence of Kea* 
rM and the ah-impor- 
tMi -old boy network** | 
of InieUi^eDoe profes- 
aionais. 


m 


Among the raaaoos 
for Casey's Impending 
. departure, aay the 
sources, are: 

• *lnoocDpetent** ban- 
dim^ of tntelU^enoe in* 
iorxnation by agency 

- tofficisia. 

' • The apparent way 
* the CIA's cover t war 
against Nicaragua has 
gotten •‘out of caontroL” 

What originally was 
supposed to be a poboe 
action to stop the flow 
of arms from Nicara- 
gua to guerrillas in, EH 
Salvador through Ho]> 
duras is now on the 
verge of starting a fuB* 
scale war, aay sources, 
and has enraged Secre- 
tary of State George 
Shultn 

• Casey n e ver recov- 
ered from the Senate 
IntHhgenoe Oooimlt- 
tee's probe of his busi- 
Dess practices and his 
appototznent of Max 
Hugel, a . man wtth a 
quesUonahle bualDess 
past, as director of cov- 
ert operations. 

• The political fall- 
out from Casey's de- 
mands tor a CIA role In 
domestic ^>ying In his 
preeeotatloo.of the ad- 
ministratioD's Intelh- 
genoe charter to Coo- 



CiA Dirwctor WBScim 
v*ct*m of PrwsMent 

Casey, known as a 
pc^ttical operative nxse 
than as an lnteIUgez>oe 
i^>raalist is an out- 
sider In the Reagan cir- 
cle who joined the cam- 
paign In 2S60, replacing 
Reagan's chairman,* 
John Sears The CIA 
>ob was a pohtica] rv- 


to Casey 


Cq»^ may b* firct 

^•«*»**n*» rMhwffl., 

has been choaen ao far. 
White House 


But the opening would 
-give Reagan an o ppu r- 
tunlty to put an wed to 
the war betw ian bis top 
advisms dedef of staff 
James Baker - * 
examsekr 'Edwin Mrmr 
Baker is known to ooret 
thetppCXAJoh. 
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ARTICLE APPEARED 
DN FA G£_y^_-.y _ 


WASHINGTON TIMES 
30 August 1984 


Fiv^bciiig consid ered for 
Casey’s CIA job 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES ^ 


The Reagan White House has begun 
I assembling a list of possible successors 
for Central Intelligence Agency direc- 
tor William J. Casey who reportedly has 
made knoum his intention to leave gov- 
ernment service in January, 

Well-placed administration officials 
said there are at least five names on the 
informal list of individuals who will be 
considered for the cabinet-rank CIA 
post if Mr Casey makes a final decision 
to rerum to private life. 

Three of those being considered to 
take over the CIA are White House chief 
of staff James A. Baker III; national 
security advisor to the president, Rob- 
ert C. McFarlane; and Laurence Silber- 
tnan, former Justice Department 
official who also served as former 
ambassador to Yugoslavia and a senior 
transition official for President Reagan 
after his 1980 election victory. 

All this, of course, is contingent on 
President Reagan being re-elected in 
November. Mr. Casey, now 71. would be 
replaced as a matter of course in event 
of a victory by Democratic candidate 
Walter F. Mondale, but White House 
insiders say he is ready to return to pri- 
vate life no matter what the election out- 
come. 

The scenario of potential successors 
to the CIA directorship sets up a fas- 
cinating array of domino effects within 
a second Reagan term. If Mr. Baker is 
nominated to replace Mr. Casey, or to 
some other cabinet post such as TVea- 
sur>’ secretary* or attorney general, Mr. 
Reagan w’ould be faced with finding a 
new chief of staff. Insiders at the White 
House are quietly speculating that the 
president might elevate deputy chief of 
staff Michael K. Deaver to replace Mr. 
Baker, but they also say that dedicated 
conservatives would prefer Secretar>» 


of the Interior William P. Clark for the 
second most powerful job in the inner 
circle. 

There is plenty of reason to suppose 
that Nancy Reagan, who likes both Mr. 
Deaver and Mr. Clark, might have the 
prevailing influence on whoever is cho- 
sen as staff chief. Mr. Deaver, who is not 
expected to remain in a second admin- 
istration for any longer than a year, and 
Mr. Clark have been at odds for more 
than a year and at one stage were not 
even speaking. 

If Bud McFarlane is tapped for the 
Cl A job, the possibility arises that Pres- 
ident Reagan might ask United Nations 
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick to take 
over direction of the National Security 
Council. Mr. McFarlane s deputy. Rear 
Adm. John Poindexter, has been 
assigned to the security council for most 
of the past four years. If Mr. McFarlane 
remains at the NSC, it is speculated that 

he would replace Admiral Poindexter 
with Donald Fortier, now in charge of 
political and military affairs there. 

Mr. Silberman, 48, is now an execu- 
’ tive of the Crocker National Bank in San 
Francisco and has had w'ide experience 
in Washington law* firms, at the Justice 
Department and as under secretary of 
labor. He is a no-nonsense, tough- 
talking individual who was an influen- 
tial factor in the Reagan transition team. 

Mr. Casey has been repeatedly 
involved in controversy since he man- 
aged Mr. Reagan*s 1980 campaign and 
took over the CIA with a determination 
to keep both himself and the agency out 
of the new’s. The former World War II 
Office of Strategic Services (predeces- 
sor to the CIA) operative got into irou ble 
with Congress for failing to disclose all 
his financial holdings . 

— W^alter Andrews 
and Jeremiah O’Leary 
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pClA JMfectbr. 

JOaBey has " informed : 
^senior White House offi- ; 
^cials that he plans tol^ 
Istej) down at the end of 
^the year — even If his 
r close friend " Ronald 7 

^ Reagan wins reelecUon. i 
. The 71-year-old long . ^ 
'island lawyer, who has^ 
become one of the most 
Influential voices on na-' ' ] 
tional security policy, » 
apparently said his rea- i 
sons for leaving are ^ ' 
simply that he wants to | 
return to private life, | 
To hard-liners in the 
administration and Oon- 
gresa, Casey's depar- 
hire from the govern- 
ment will be a big loss, - 
Casey, they say, cner- j 
gised an agency that j 
was . still reeling from | 
the scandals of the early 
1970s and improved its 
ability to give acciiratc 1 
.predictions — especially - 
• where the Soviet Union>i 
ils concerned. ~ 

As moderates in the 
V White House and Con- . 
gress see it, the admin- 
r istration will be losing a 
“cowboy" who has 
launch^ some overly 
risky operations — like 
the mining of Nicara- 
.guan harbors, ^ i 

^ News of ^ Casey's ^ 
rdeparture has set off a V 
new round of byzantine 
' Intrigue and maneuver- j 
ing within the White , 

^ House. ' ’ 

r Insiders say there are 
‘ at least three big names 
on the list of Caa^r's su- 
^ cessors. They include “ , 

^ White House chief of 
staff James Baker, Na- 
> tional Security Adviser 1 
; Robert McFarlane and ' 
former Ambassador to 
Yugoslavia Laurence 
Sliberman. 


r The -^posalblUlty “of 
[ McFarlaM or Baker 
(heading the CIA is espe- 
cially intriguing since it 
^would set off a huge ^ 

' game of musical chairs 
7 inside the White House. 

If^ McFarlane, who 
; does not have the clout 
that his predecessaors 
' have enjoyed, gets CIA, ' 
• then f eiky UN Ambas- ^ 
sador Jeane Klrkpat- 
; rick would be the lead- 
. ing candidate for the - 
powerful national se- 
curity Job. - 
And senior White 
- House aide Richard 
Darznan is believed to 
: be angling for Kirkpat- 
rick's UN Job. 

, Maneuvering is al- 
ready taking place for 
the all-powerful Job of 
White House chief of 
staff since Baker has 
made clear he wants out 
of the White House war 
^zone. ,, ■ / . 

^ Three powerful offl- 
. rials * — White House 
aide Michael Deaver, 
Interior Secretary Wil- 
liam Clark and senior 
Reagan campaign aide 
Drew Lewis — are al- 
ready battling for 
Baker's post. ' 

But many insiders are . v 
I betting on Sliberman, an 
. experienced lawyer, 
i Reagan transition team 
: hand and former Jus- 
^ tice Dept official who 
J now heads the Crocker 
‘ National Bank in Ran 
Francisca- 

- iir. ★ 
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